It is a gibe commonly levelled at specialists that their vision extends no further than the bounds of their specialty. One remembers, for instance, ' From the ear the specialist has passed into the brain in the wake of intracranial complications of ear disease; from the nose he has done the same following sinus disease, and also in the surgical treatment of pituitary cysts and tumours by the Hirsch or nasal route, the route now generally adopted. He has come to the assistance of the ophthalmic surgeon in the treatment of dacryocystitis by intranasal dacryocystotomy, and of certain affections of the optic nerves; and as for the throat, which has always seemed to the writer unfortunate, and which has tended to obscure the importance which attaches to the subject of which this communication treats The possible baneful effect on the middle ears of nasal suppuration must be borne in mind.
